
   PRIDE25 

                   CHILDREN’S SERVICES INVOLVEMENT, AUGUST 2015 

This year’s Pride included significant involvement from the city’s Children’s Services and 

partner agencies, leaving staff and young people exhilarated, exhausted and thinking ahead 

to next year’s event.  Planning for the inclusion of young people in this great celebration 

began in Regency Road - home to several services, including ru-ok? Under 18s’ Substance 

Misuse Service, the Youth Employability Service and the Youth Offending Service. 

Led by ru-ok? and the Youth Service, the planning became a truly collaborative affair with 

the council’s LGBT Workers’ Forum welcoming Children’s Services into the parade, allowing 

us to encourage young people to participate actively in this celebration of diversity.  

Elsewhere, organisations including the police and the Pride committee worked alongside ru-

ok? and the Youth Service in an effort to reduce the risk of underage drinking and substance 

misuse amongst those young people attending Preston Park.   

Preparations included staff and young people attending costume-making workshops in 

keeping with the council’s fun Rio Carnival theme.  ru-ok? staff also created leaflets, issued 

to schools across the county, reminding students of the meaning behind Pride with such 

messages as, “Pride is about diversity, not drunk and disorderly”. These leaflets were 

springboards for teachers to engage pupils considering the importance of Pride for 

communities facing global oppression and discrimination.  The attached photo captures such 

work undertaken in Blatchington Mill School. 

 

 

 

Other leaflets delivered harm minimisation messages, focussing on some of the particular 

risks associated with the summer months, when young people may enjoy long days, 

unsupervised, at festivals, parks or the city’s beaches.  Safety messages were also delivered 

to parents and carers, via schools, colleges, social media and the Pride website. Alongside 

the firm belief that education and prevention are the best safeguarding tools, there was 

acceptance of the inevitability of risk-taking behaviour amongst those young people 

gathering at the park.  Adolescence is, after all, a time to make mistakes and to learn 

valuable lessons from them.  In previous years police and St John ambulance staff have 

ensured that such children and other revellers were kept safe; this year their work was 

assisted by the creation of the “Pride Buddies”. 



 

 

 

The team of Pride Buddies were brought together by ru-ok? and the Youth Service, led by 

Assistant Director of Children’s Services, Helen Gulvin. The initiative followed the 

established detached youth work model and recruited workers from across Children’s 

Services and from YMCA Downslink.  The aim was to focus on the welfare of children and 

young people and to work from the Youth Service bus, located outside the entrance to the 

Pride enclosure in Preston Park. We gathered donations of water from generous suppliers to 

the Pride committee, gratefully received donations of sun cream sprays from our local 

branch of Boots and designed brightly coloured tee-shirts, printed for us by the fabulous Able 

& Willing, so that we stood out in the crowd. We also created colourful wristbands, in 

consultation with young people, delivering the message, “Will I remember today tomorrow?”  

 

 

On the day itself, more than twenty workers and young people gathered on Hove Lawns, 

dressed up in their costumes and devised dance routines whilst waiting patiently and 



refusing to allow the unwelcome delay to dampen their spirits.  A great time was had by all 

and this was an excellent opportunity to demonstrate that it’s possible to have fun without 

using substances. Young people could be found wearing their costumes and speaking 

effusively about their experience of the procession many hours later. The workers were, 

possibly, even more excited and are already planning for next year!  

 

 

 



Three of the twenty Pride Buddies visited Brighton station in the morning, having donned 

their pink tee-shirts and deeley-boppers. They handed out wristbands and explained their 

role to enthusiastic park-bound visitors, before heading to the park, where the Youth Service 

manager was bravely steering the bus into its position on the pétanque court.  Young people 

immediately flocked to collect wristbands and all seem to understand and appreciate the role 

of the Buddies. 

 

 

Throughout the day the Buddies walked through the groups of young people, offering 

support and advice where needed. Back at the bus, there was a constant stream of young 

visitors requesting water, sun cream, biscuits or a seat in the shade where they could 

recover from their overindulgence. Many came to ask for help for their friends. The Buddies 

were kept busy until the evening and there were a few casualties, either collected by their 

carers or looked after by St John staff.   Most young people kept themselves safe and 

appeared to have a great time and there was a fantastic atmosphere in and around the park. 

Whilst the Buddies focussed their efforts on those requiring assistance, one of the most 

notable features of the day was the care, compassion and loyalty demonstrated by young 

people, many of whom gave up their day to look after their mates. The Buddies felt 

overwhelmed by the gratitude and appreciation they received from the young people. 

Comments included, “Thank God you are here”. “What would I have done without you?” 

“You are like the best parents”. 

 



 

 

We hope that we helped to keep young people safe. All staff involved reported having a 

wonderful time and spirits remained high, despite levels of exhaustion. This was partnership 

working at its best. Our thanks go to the many colleagues, across a range of council 

departments, who supported us at various steps along this journey.  We are particularly 

grateful to the LGBT Workers’ Forum for welcoming us and assisting us in the parade and 

we are in awe of the work of the St John Ambulance crews, the Pride committee and Sussex 

police.    

 

Alex Cooter, ru-ok? Under 18s’ Practice Manager 


